Announcements THE Institution of Chemical Engineers has instituted a new medal, the Council Medal, which is to be awarded annually to a person who has given exceptional service to the institution on a special project or projects. The first award is to be made to Mr P. L. Baldwin, in particular for his work as chairman of the working party on "The Controlled Storage and Recovery of Particulate Solids". The Arnold Greene Medal, given annually for contributions to the institution's progress, has been awarded to Mr H. Fossett. 
Meetings

CORRESPONDENCE
SI Units SIR,-The issue of Nature of December 30 (216, 1272; 1967) quotes a draft of a document by a committee of the Royal Society on metric units and the SI. Listed together with SI units are "Units to be allowed in conjunction with SI". These are described in the text as "compatible" with SI although tho meaning of this is not clear: in many cases it appears to be merely that they aro multiples of ten times the SI unit. These multiples are not, in general, in the recommended steps of one thousand.
The SI at last offers a real opportunity of establishing a coherent system of units which is common to both scientists and engineers.
Once alternative units are allowed, coherence is lost and we will continue to have "working formulae" (using the non-SI units) which differ from the basic equations. Conversion factors, the curs!' of applied scientists, will remain with us-and they will be unfamiliar ones. It is difficult to understand why a body such as the Royal Society should advocate the retention of non-SI units such as the poise and stokepresumably merely because they are familiar. The case for the bar is little better: it is of convenient size for some purposes, but is this of any real consequence ? The use of prefixes to indicate multiples and submultiples of basic units is an entirely satisfactory and well established practice: for example, the µF and pF a.re in everyday practical use, the basic unit, the farad, being itself well outside the range of magnitude commonly encountered. The SI unit of pressure, the N/m 2 , is not far from the centre of the range of common pressure measurement, bearing in mind the existence of vacuum technology. Is it too late to hope that the Royal Society will fully recognize the advantages of having one unit for one quantity, and of having coherent units, and therefore to abandon the bar, stoke, poise and gauss? No doubt there is justification for a few nou -SI units, but it does not exist for these quantities.
